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suite with them, they mow their way back again	They generally come too soon and
the streets are filled with these poor people ... stating they came up to get a job of work
but the market is overstocked, there are so many Irish people here. The children are
immediately set to begging in the street. They get a dreadful habit ... in London of
idleness and drinking.' See also the evidence of Sir Nathaniel Conant (the Bow Street
magistrate) and of Montague Burgoyne,
 (14)	Report on Irish and Scotch Vagrants, 1828, p. 209 fF. Allowing for the increase in
immigration after 1815, the account applies to earlier periods.
 (15)	The following description of the Rookery in 1850 when New Oxford Street had
been built, but George Street and Church Lane had been left, 'the still standing plague
spots of that colony *, probably gives some idea of what the place was like a hundred years
before, though we must remember that by 1816 St Giles was already said to have improved
and that in 1750 it had contained * eighty two-penny houses of the greatest infamy*, while
every fourth house at least had been a gin-shop (see Chapter i).
*	Rows of crumbling houses flanked by courts and alleys, culs de sac, etc., in the very
densest part of which the wretchedness of London takes shelter. . . . Squalid children,
haggard men, with long uncombed hair, in rags, with a short pipe in their mouths, many
speaking Irish, women without shoes or stockings — a babe perhaps at the breast with a
single garment, confined to the waist by a bit of string; wolfish-looking dogs; decayed
vegetables strewing the pavement, low public-houses; linen hanging across the street to
dry— .
*In one house a hundred persons have been known to sleep on a given night. ... la
these rooms are piled the wares by which some of the inhabitants gain their precarious
living - oranges, herrings, water-cresses, onions, seemed to be the most marketable articles;
and there were sweepers, cadgers or beggars, stray-luggage porters, &c, lounging
about,.. .
*	But nine-tenths of the inhabitants are Irish; do we then set down to Irish nurture this
account of wretchedness and immorality? God forbid! We believe that female profligacy
is more rare in Ireland than in England, though poverty is more excessive. ... But the
Irish coming to London seem to regard it as a heathen city and to give themselves up at
once to a course of recklessness and crime. — The misery, filth and crowded condition of
the Irish cabin is realized in St Giles. The purity of the female character which is the boast
of Irish historians here at least is a fable.' (Montague Gore, On th& Dwellings of the Poort
2nd ed. 1851, pp. vii and xii—xiv.)
 (16)	Report on Education, 1816, p. 53. The Roman Catholic clergy estimated that there
were then 14,000 Irish in 'the Shadwell parishes*.
 (17)	ibid., pp. 220-21.
 (18)	Passages from a working life, ed. of 1873, i, p. 119.
 (19)	Marylebone Vestry Minutes, quoted by S. and B. Webb, Parish and County•, p. 399.
 (20)	Report on Education . . . 1816, p. 261.
 (21)	The court was described in detail in the Supplementary Report on Intramural
Interments of 1843, p. 661 n. The pigs seem to have disappeared but the inhabitants,
according to the census of 2841, had increased to 944 and there were said to be twenty-six
houses instead of twenty-four. The court was about twenty-two feet broad, the houses
were three-storied buildings often rooms each rented at from about £20-^30 a year. The
drainage was by means of a channel running down the centre of the court. (Structurally this
was an improvement on the earlier courts, passages and * dark entries *, some of which were
only threes four or five feet wide.)
(22)	See A Proclamation for suppressing the multitude of idle vagabonds and avoyding of

